What does the future hold for religions that produce rotten fruit?
Jesus warned: “Every tree not producing fine fruit gets cut down and
thrown into the fire.” (Matthew 7:19) Yes, false religion will be chopped
down and destroyed! But how and when will this happen? A prophetic
vision recorded in the Bible book of Revelation, chapters 17 and 18,
provides the answer.

How will false religion end?

Picture the scene. A harlot is sitting on the back of a fearsome
beast. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. (Revelation 17:1-4)
Whom does the harlot represent? She exerts influence “over the
kings of the earth.” She dresses in purple, uses incense, and is exceed-
ingly wealthy. In addition, by means of her spiritistic practice, ‘all the
nations are misled.” (Revelation 17:18; 18:12, 13, 23) The Bible helps
us to see that this harlot is a worldwide religious entity. She depicts,
not any one religion, but all religions that produce rotten fruit.

The beast that the harlot rides pictures the world’s political pow-
ers.” (Revelation 17:10-13) False religion straddles the back of this
political beast, atlempting to influence its decisions and to control
its direction.

Soon, though, an amazing event will take place. “The ten
horns that you saw, and the wild beast, these will hate the har-
lot and will make her devastated and naked, and will eat up
her fleshy parts and will completely burn her with fire.” (Reve-
lation 17:16) In a sudden, shocking move, the world’s political
powers will turn on false religion and completely destroy her!
What will prompt this action? The Bible book of Revelation
answers: “God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought.”
(Revelation 17:17) Yes, God will call false religion to account
for all the despicable acts she has committed in hisname.
In a stroke of perfect justice, he will use her political para-
mours as his instrument of execution.-

What must you do if you do not want to share the fate of
false religion? “Get out of her, my people,” urges God’s mes-
senger. (Revelation 18:4) Indeed, now is the time to flee from false
religion! But to where can you flee? Not into atheism, since its future
is also bleak. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) The only haven is within true
religion. How can you identify true religion?

* For a detailed explanation of this subject; see the book Revefation—Its Grand Climax At
Hand! published by Jehovah's Witnesses.




